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only a few seconds to complete while others extend over a
period of several hundred years. The time taken hy any one
of these changes to he half completed is designated the period
of that transformation or change, The reason for calling half
the time of a complete, transformation the period instead of
the whole time is that it is usually mnch more convenient to
determine experimentally when the change is half completed
than when it is fully completed, for during the latter part of
the transformation the rate is usually much slower than in the
earlier stages, as will he ohserved from the curves already
studied. As this rate of change in the later stages is often
so slow it is sometimes difficult to determine the exact time
when it is just completed, hut this difficulty is not so likely
to occur in determining when the transformation is half com-
pleted. This theory is called the theory of successive changes,
and the different; products into which each one is gradually
transformed are called transformation products. X, for
